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REVIEW8. 


laboratory a9 no mere laboratory worker can do. We congratulate 
both author and reader on the improvement* which we have noted, 
and rejoice in the unmistakable evidence* of appreciated exertions^ 


The Practical Medicine Series of Year Hooks. Under the general 
editorial charge of Gustavos P. Head, M.D., Profewor of Laryngology 
and Uhlnology, Chicago Post-Graduate Medical School. Vol. VIII., 
Pediatrics and Orthopedic Suroerv. IMlted by W. 8 . Christopher, 
M.D., John Hidlon, A.M., M.D., and Samuel J. Walker, A.II., M.D. 
Chicago: The Year Book Publishers, July, 1002, 


The present volumo of this eerie* ia fully up to tho standard of those 
which have preceded il. Tho editor* have ably selected abstract* from 
tho best literature which ha* appeared on the subject of pediatric* and 
orthopedic surgery. Tho small size of tho book makes it convenient 
for reference, and the very cheap price at which tho entire scries is sold 
place* these valuable epitome* of literaturo at tho disposal of every 
physician. Tho arrangement of tho volumes is commendable, tho amount 
of space devoted to each subject being fully equal to its importance 
or to tho value of tho literaturo which has appeared upon it in recent 


time*. 

Tho typography of tho present volumo shows an 
that of post numbers. 


improvement over 
J. II. G. 


Essential* of Histology. By E. A. Schafer, LL.D., F.R.S. Sixth 

edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo., 416 pages, with 463 illustrations. 

Philadelphia: Lea Brother* & Co. 

The titlo of this adiuirablo text-book of histology should not mislead 
ono to regard it in tho uaturo of a “ Quiz Compend.” On tho contrary, 
it ia a most completo and painstaking guide for the beginner, a* well as 
a not unworthy book of reference for the more advanced. Tho work in 
il* previous editions is so well and favorably known in this country that a 
brief consideration of it* revised scope is all that need be made. The 
volume i* arranged a* a seriea of leaaon* considering in turn tho struc¬ 
ture of animal cells in general and particular, and followed by studies of 
tho tissue* and organ* of tho animal body. Each lesson is preceded by 

direction* for study which deal with the selection and preparation ol 

material to illustrate tho subject at hand. Tho work is profusely illus¬ 
trated, not only with (lie moro customary cut* from recognized sources 
of authority, but also by numerous new drawing* by Muir made tor 
this edition. Although many of tho illustration* are extremely dia¬ 
gram matio, tho teaching purpose ia perhaps better served by them than 
by tho moro indefinite line* of tho real picture. The moro familiar 
organs aro treated adequately and with duo regard to later researches on 
these line*. In additiou, it i* pleasing to note with what fulness t e 
blood, tho nerve cell, and tho central nervouB system aro deacribcd. 



A TREATISE ON CELLULAR TOXINS. 
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Tho organs of tho special senses liavo been considered in detail sufficient 
for a general treatise. An appendix descriptive of a few of tho simpler 
technical methods of preservation, fixation, and staining of tissues ends 
tho hook, Tho paper, type, and binding are fully worthy of tho most 
oxcoilent toxt. l'.l.U. 


A Tbeatisk on Cellular Toxins, or the Chemical Factors in 
the Causation of Disease, lly Victor C. Vauoiian and Freiirkick 
O. Now. New (tth) edition, revised and enlarged. 8ro., 480 pages, with 
6 illustrations. Philadelphia: Ira Brothers A Co. 


No ono who has an interest, practical or experimental, in tho prob¬ 
lems of scientific medicine can nfforil to pass by this most recent and 

comprehensive treatise. Tito field which tho authors have chosen is a 
largo ono, covoriug, as it docs, ail tho known toxio products produced 
by uacterial mid animal cells, whether in a elato of activity or alter 

d< Tho work is of chief valuo as presenting full, well grouped, and Im¬ 
partial summaries of tho original investigations on each subject treated. 
Tho iinportanco of a work such as this, which brings into so ndm rablo 
mi order researches undoubtedly interrelated, but confused to all but 
tlioso especially conversant with tho subject, can scarcely bo over- 

^That'the conclusions drawn from tho original sources aro in many 
places incomplete is duo to tho unsettled naturo of tho problems. 

Tho work may bo divided conveniently into four different parts, which 
considered in turn aro: first, toxins formed by bnctcria; second, toxins 
(specific substances) present normally in tho blood or found in tho pro¬ 
cess of immunisation; third, toxins from food substances formed beforo 
or after ontranco into tho animal body by tho action of bacteria; and, 
fourth, methods of detecting ptomaines and leucomalncs in foods. Jtac- 
tcria produce toxins of two sorts—directly, they produce intracellular 
or extracellular toxins, and indirectly by their action on nitrogenous 
substances they produce ptomaines. In this connection have been con¬ 
sidered tho bnctcriai poisons of certain infectious diseases. On some 
of them, such as diphtheria, tetauus, and anthrax, wo may consider our¬ 
selves relatively well informed. On others, such ns tuberculosis and 
pneumonia, nothing very definite has been revealed to us. A considera¬ 
tion of tho properties of tho blood serum follows. The germicidal prop¬ 
erties of tho blood, precipitins, agglutinins, and lysine aro taken up 111 
turn, aud in conclusion tho theories of tho immunity of McUehmknfT, 

liordet Emmerich, and particularly of Ehrlich, arc quoted and tits- 

Food-poisoning comprising poisoning by mussels, fish, meat, chceso, 
milk, and grain U considered in respect to epidemics and to general 
endemio diseases supposed to bo dependent on tho ubo of such improper 
food. An exhaustive chemical consideration of such bases as hnvo 
been isolated from theso ptomaines, and also of the leucomamo bases— 
that is, preformed bases of tho proteids irrespective of the> action ol 
bacteria—follows. b. 1 . U. 




